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On January 15, 1990,  of Tech Law, Inc
the writer interviewed I n at his home in

 is â ormer~employee~bf the Berks
Landfill, Sinking Spring, PA ] provided the following
information in substance

and

Tenure

began working for Sebastian (Ben) Lombaido
("Lombardo") in the 1960's (approximately 1967 or 1968), part-
time r Ĥ stated that he began working full-time in 1973 p |
began as an equipment operator He also excavated the land,
covered the ash with fill, and occasionally ran the compactor
Eventually I elbecame the foreman ] advised that although
the work he performed was mainly for the operation of the
landfill, he was paid with checks drawn on the account of Ben
Lombardo Equipment Company (BLEC) According to  BLEC owned
the landfill

The landfill operated 5 1/2 days a week, Monday through
Friday Operating hours were 7 a m to 4 30 p m (occasionally
open til 5 p m ) On Saturday the landfill was open 7 a m to
noon 2Jadvised that the trash was exposed all th  time
during eyears Lombardo operated the landfill f "| advised
that the trash was covered approximately once a week |  |
stated that the landfill was always secured at night since the
day he began his employment According to T I, there were two
(2) gates that were locked that secured the landfill one gate
was immediately off of Wheatfield Road and the other gate was at
thebeginning of the access road to the landfill According to
L  there was no possibility of "midnight dumping" because
there was only one w to get to the landfill and that was off of
Wheatfield Road | advised that there was no fence around
property, but as he stated previously, there was only one way
to gain access to the property

According to | , there were three leachate collection
ponds located 3ust south of Wheatfield Road These ponds were
not lined during the time Lombardo operated the landfill (f
was then given a map of the landfill where he identified areasof
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damping, lagoons, the Stabatrol area, etc see attachment)

e] stated that "80% of the bad stuff was dumped in [the
area known as] the Demolition Dump " \~^9^~] stated that Lombardo
tlought the "stuff would just seep away", that is why the
Dsmolition Dump was used

e |advised that in his opinion, Lombardo did not take
rssponsibility for what was going into the landfill

el advised that Robert Meno took over the ownership of
the landfill in early 1984 r  I advised that he was already
Site foreman and remained the foreman after DeMeno took over
t ] advised when DeMeno took over, the landfill operated 5 1/2
diys a/week from approximately 7 a m to 5 p m , and open til
noon on Saturdays In 1986 and 1 7 the landfill was only open
til 3 30 p m during the week |  |stated that while working
for DeMeno, the trash was covered each and every night | ege |
stated that DeMeno  the landfill strictly according to laws
and regulations r [advised that the gates remained locked
during non-dumping hours, and a n added protection, DeMeno
h tred night security guards 1 further stated that DeMeno
weighed every single truck that came into the landfill The
s< ale was built approximately one year prior to eMeno purchasing
the landfill Lombardo installed the scale f ! stated that
DoMeno did not accept any hazardous materi  to

 _ 
and

the employees of the landfill
 W6re more watchfut~of~what came into the

ill, and if they did not like what they saw, the load would
not be accepted and it would be re-loaded on the truck that
bi ought it into the landfill The employees carried two-way
radios and would alert the front office if the above happened

advised that DeMeno created a lot of business for the
stated that the local citizen's group began

weitching the trucks going in and out of the andfill because of
the increased traffic created by DeMeno I  advised that the
tiucks were from all over, including differ t states, but
nothing "bad" was disposed According to I g I, it was rumored
that DeMeno e millions of dollars when he operated the
landfill I  I did ot know if the rumor had any truth to it or
not According to f , DeMeno ran the landfill on the "up and
up " | e | stated that he heard DeMeno purchased a restaurant in
S*ippack, PA after he left the landfill and hauling business

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) 

(6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6)

(
b
) 
(
6
)

(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(
b
) 
(
6
)

(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) 

(6)(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6)



EHFSOEHT
 I was asked about various companies in the area of the

fill that may have disposed of their wastes at the landfill
provided the following information

Continental CAN/Continental Fibra

I e I advised that BLEC had a contract with Continental Can
(  was asked to clarify the name of the company in which he
was speaking |  | stated that the company was Continental Fibre
Drum, but he had always ca d it Continental Can) to haul their
wastes to the landfill I  I stated that this contra n
effect prior to his employment_ . ]advised that, ,
and , used to do the hauling for Continental
fibre Drum, approximately every other day r  I advised that
approximately once or twice a week, between 1 and 6, 55 gallon
steel drums were transported, along with their regular plant
trash to the Site advised that the drums were full of a
liquid According to I  i, the liquid appeared to be a mixture
of a cutting oil and a strong "solvent smelling" liquid |  |
advised that the drums were disposed of in the area known as the
Demolition Dump According to L H originally the drums were
turied intact, however, once while [ y an equipment
operator, was burying the drums, one drum broke open and splashed

| | "] advised that the liquid was caustic, adding that
"Tf you go some on your clothes you got out of your clothes in a
hurry " e I stated after that incident the drums were poured in
the Demolition Dump, and the drums were burned | ] advised
that this was standard practice until a PADER official (NFI)
witnessed j  cutting open the barrels and dumping its
contanets into the landfill p  advised that the PADER
official cautioned that this practice was not allowed
P  advised that the dumping did stop and approximately 3 to 4
months later, Lombardo sold the Berks Landfill to Robert DeMeno,
Sr | geialso stated that Continental Fibre Drum also disposed
cf resins which were contained in 30 gallon paper barrels The
barrels were buried in the Demolition Dump area

General Battery

According to I  I. General Battery also disposed of their
wastes at Berks Landfill  | stated that Clements Brothers
hauled for General Battery, however |  | did not know the
frequency of the hauling or dumping [stated that General
Eattery's waste consisted of general plant trash, wooden skids
and batteries I  ]advised that he would cover the waste after
Clements Brothers would dump a load, and that is when ] would
find out the contents of the load

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(
b
) 
(
6
)

(b) 
(6) (b) 

(6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6)(b) 

(6) (b) (6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) 

(6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)



GLidden Paints-
[WRCEMENl CONFIDENTIM.

Glidden Paints ("Glidden") als isposed of their wastes at
the Berks Landfill According to I  I, Tony D'Amore hauled for
GLidden, however, Glidden paid Berks Landfill directly for the
u»e of the landfill I  [ advised that G den was disposing of
their wastes at the Berks Landfill before I  I began working
there |  |stated that Glidden1s waste consisted of empty,
half-full, and full paint ns, pigment powders, and liquid
wastes which smelled to| e |like thinners or solvents | ]
stated that the full cans of pain ere defective, the paints did
not contain any drying agents i !stated that D'Amore hauled
GLidden's waste everyday to the landfill in a "hopper, 8 yard
truck" |  | advised that all the cans and containers had Glidden
written on them D'Amore dumped Glidden's waste all over the
landfill The majority was dumped in area A (see attached map)
which was unlined

Reading Eagle Times

 istated that lagoons on Site contained ink wastes from
Reading Eagle Times (RET) |  jstated that RET began using the
landfill prior to I  Ps employment  advised that RET
contracted with a hauler to se of its waste I "! could

], a former landfill employeenot identify the hauler
might be able to provide EPA with additional information on RET

D Lspoaal World

According to  \f Disposal World (DW) dumped "hospital
waste" at the landfill, after DeMeno took over DeMeno re-loaded
the waste and gave it back to DW | e | advised DeMeno did not
allow DW, which  believes was owned by George Nickels, to
dump at the landfill

American Color

| does not have any information regarding American Color

Automotive Services

 | advised that paper and skids were brought in from
Automotive Services

Ajay Enterprises

I does not have any information regarding A}ay
Enterprises
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Rvril chemical

[  | does not have any information regarding Avril Chemical

?rmstroH(y IPO.

I   does not have any in information regarding Armstrong,
]nc

Carpenter Technology (CT)

I I advised that he remembers CT disposing of bulk waste at
the landfill |  |stated that CT's trash consisted of skids
demolition wastes (one of CT's plant buildings (Paint Dept )
burnt down and the building was demolished The waste was
disposed of at Berks landfill), and aluminum relectors p
could not provide any further information

CECOS

[  |does not have any information regarding CECOS

Globe industrial

I |ad sed that DeMeno owned and operated this disposal
company I e  1 stated D'Amore sold out to Globe as well as some
other haulers  |had no further information to provide

Dick Brothers

According to I  I, Dick Brothers may have disposed of
foundry sand at the landfill | did not have any further
information

Hoffman Industries

   advised that Hoffman disposed of foundry sand in the
area that Stabatrol had used  [stated that Hoffman disposed
of the foundry sand prior to Stabatrol leasing that part of the
landfill The sand was used as a cover Hoffman used their own
trucks for transport

& & s Company

I e | did not have any information on G & s Company e]
stated that a GSN Company of Ephrata, PA disposed of roofing
v,aste at the landfill
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Citv of Philadelphia

] did not have any information on the City of
Philadelphia

Sensenigr Roofing

 advised that Sensenig only used the landfill
approximately seven times during the time DeMeno operated it
Their waste consisted of shingles and other roofing waste

Temple Tira

 advised that Temple Tire would do some work on the
machines at the landfill ] did not have any further
i information

•yineland chemical

did not have any information on Vineland Chemical

vogcrle Company

] did not have any information on Voggle Company

Stabatrol

advised that Stabatrol Corporation leased a portion of
the landfill from Lombardo in the late 1970's \ } was not
certain of the exact date H  identified the Stabatrol area as
"H" on the attached map advised that Stabatrol employees
conducted all of the work on area H The BLEC employees as well
a» the Berks Landfill employees had no involvement with
Stabatrol Q ] stated that Stabatrol excavated, filled, and
capped the area According to , even the fill soil was taken
fjom adjacent property that was not owned by Lombardo 
advised that the whole Stabatrol operation was kept "very hush-
hush" by Lombardo [ j stated that at one time he asked
Lombardo what was going on (with area H) and Lombardo told him
"at's none of your business " ~|believed that "area H" was
laned with copper-laced foundry sand and a plastic liner (

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)(b) 

(6)(b) (6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)



E N F O R C : M [ f i f Cf l , ;HDENWL
stated that he did not know the names of any Stabatrol employees
Wink mentione J Brenanen as possibly leasing their trucks to
Stabatrol i identified the disposal areas at Berks Landfill
en the attach ap

 I provided the following information on the types of
wastes accepted at the different disposal areas

" Area A was an unlined fill area Household trash was
the main type of waste disposed

jrea A' - Area A1 was lined with approximately 4 feet of clay and
underdrains were placed here A1 accepted various types of
viaste Occasionally when trucks containing Continental Fibre
Drums waste could not make it up the hill to the Demolition Dump
they would dump the barrels in A' f  advised that this did
rot happen often, approximately 4-5 drums were burned in A'

- A portion of area B contains lagoons created for Reading
Eagle Times

area DP - Area DD was the Demolition Dump Wink advised that 90%
of the "bad stuff" was dumped here ] stated Continental
Fibre Drum's Waste was hauled to this area approximately every
other day, and once or twice a week, 2 to 6 55 gallon drums were
disposed of al ant trash ] advised
that | ere th dr3_
statea tne drums contained the Cutting oils mixed with a 
smelling liquid i |advised this area was used by Continental
Fibre Drum prior to his working for the landfill up to 1984

- Area E was the old Wheatfield mine area, according to
Lombardo used this area for the initial landfill ]

advised the oil from the machines at the BLEC was dumped and
burned in this area

Area_£ - F is an unlined pond |  | did not provide any further
information

Area_S - According to [ ; three (3) leachate collection ponds
are located in this area ] advised that these ponds were
unlined during the time Lombardo operated the landfill when
DeMeno took over, the ponds were lined

area_g - Stabatrol leased this portion of the landfill
According to [j  prior to Stabatrol using this area, some 55
gallon drums from Continental Fibre Drum were disposed of in Area
H
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 provided-the following information regarding previous
employees of the Berks Landfill, BLEC, and Berks Sanitary
Landfill

Privileged Data
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i A*

Privileged Data

I ] also provided the following information on the various
haulers who disposed waste at Berks Landfill

1 Tony P'Amora - ] advised that D'Amore hauled for Glidden
Paints, prior to 1965 and continued til 1984 D'Amore hauled
Glidden waste each day to the site in an 8-yard hopper truck
According the [ , Glidden paid the dumping charges, not
D'Amore

2 Clements Brothara - According to \, Clements Brothers took
over Continental Fibre Drum (CFD) when DeMeno took over the
landfill   I advised that DeMeno would not allow CFD to
dispose of their wastes at the landfill  advised that
Clements Brothers may have brought in General Battery's wastes to
the site*

3 Diapoaal World - | ~[ advised that Disposal World disposed of
hospital waste at the Site
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E
i Caterbonea -  | advised that he recalls Caterbones
disposing of Everdent (false teeth powder) and mouthwash

Clifford Hill - advised that e| was from 
and disposed of household trash at the landfill

to Industrial Waste Removal - [ | has no information on IWR

l Jehnas Waste Hauler - ] has no information on Jonas

advised that
»d to be a for

1 he landfill ] went into the hauling business
usedro be a foreman for the landfill prior to | ege] working at[ec

ilS
no further information
c> Greg Pingtere - [ ^ advised that Greg Pingtore hauled
household trash to the Site According to E , Pingtore now
works for Waste Management, Inc

] advised that in 1988, Mr Huckabee questioned him and
| out their knowledge at the landfill operations

According to | e [ the meeting was recorded
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ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL FOIA EXEMPT PREPARED IN ANTICIPATION OF LITIGATION g>8so
INTERVIEW SUMMARY

OF
SDMS DocID 2025304

On Tuesday, January 14, 1992, |was interviewed
inside of his office which is located at the above address.
Present at the interview were[

 of TechLaw, Inc
and

was advised of the identity of Investigator O'NEILL as a
subcontractor to the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and that the interview would concern his knowledge of waste
disposal activities at the Berks Landfill site (hereinafter "the
site") near Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania |  [ agreed to be
questioned about his knowledge of the site without the necessity of
an attorney being present
information

then provided the following

has owned and operated his own sanitation business for
s The business, known as
was incorporated five years ago  handles

his operation with five rear-load trucks along with two septic
trucks and one septic tank truck [  explained that septic
trucks remove waste and the waste is transferred to a septic tank
truck, which subsequently disposes of the waste Most of the waste
picked up by [ j trucks has been from the Kutztown area The
waste has been mostly residential with some commercial pick ups
The larger commercial accounts handled by [  [ have included Adidas
Sportswear, Electro Space and Kutztown University

 | has used various landfill facilities for disposals
including Keystone (Scranton, Pennsylvania) , Oswald's,

l |dld not begin hisColebcookdale, Christman's and the site
disposals at the site until January 1985, after a number of the
other landfills had closed |be:iieves, he used the site until
it was near closure in July, 1986 records show use of the
site 37 times during the 6-month period January through June 1986

Inter /lewee

Inter viewer(s)

Date Transcribed

Position

January 23. 1992
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ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL FOIA EXEMPT PREPARED IN ANTICIPATION OF LITIGATION

In describing his own visits to the site, related that
his "trucks would normally have to go through a weigh-in procedure

the front entrance before being directed to the dumping area
reviewed a map of the site and indicated that he was only

fami Liar with dumping in the location marked by the letter "A",
which is in the Chapel Hill Road area When questioned, |said
that he never took any of his wastes across Wheatfield Road, the
local ions on the map designated with the letters "C" and "D"

described the site as an extremely busy place, citing the
fact ~that his truck would sometimes be the twentieth in line
waitj ng at the entrance |  [said that just about every hauler in
the Heading area used the site at that time because so
placets had closed When asked about specific haulers,
mentioned Clements Waste, Waste Management, Browning F
Intel national (BFI), Dick Thomas, Kemp's, Pingitore, Ge er, and
Zerbe as }ust a few of the haulers who used the site said
that to identify all of the haulers who used the site at that time,
all one would have to do would be to consult the Reading phone
direc tory

 | was questioned about specific t}
into the site by the local haulers
recollection of anythinc
taken into the site

ies of waste being taken
said he had no

.specific or unusual about the waste being
ege]denied any knowledge of drums or liquids

being taken to the site, either by his own trucks or by any of the
other haulers When asked about tankers, |said he did see
tankers at the site which he believed belonged to the owner, Robert
DeMeno To the best of his recollection,  | believed the tankers
were black and white |  | also believed the tankers were there to
pump out leachate

[  | amusingly recalled that the first time he went to the
site office, there were several people inside wearing guns When
he inquired about the situation, [  |was told that the site only
handled cash, no credit |  |then observed a drawer full of large
amounts of cash, including a number of 100 dollar bills e | was
told that the money was removed every night

When asked about his own regular route drivers,
identified [  [] as the only long-term
drivers who^were familiar with plckj als over a period
of years said that both
driving for |for approximately fourteen years

have been

said he had no objection to either one of the drivers being
contacted for possible interviews Both men work until about 4 00
PM each day and can be contacted through his office

e~]ajso commented that the state inspectors (PADER) were at
the site constantly I  |usually saw the inspectors in the office
area conferring with the site employees  [ knew the people he
saw ware inspectors because they had state cars with state license
plates |  [dld not know the site employees on a personal basis
other than his business dealings with Robert DeMeno
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ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL FOIA EXEMPT PREPARED IN ANTICIPATION OF LITIGATION

j was then questioned about specific waste generators
including those known (through a rev w of EPA files for the Oswald
Landfill) to have been serviced by f e i when he was using the
Oswald Landfill  j was questioned about the type and quantity
of waste collected and the frequency of pick ups The information
below represents the extent of] epg recollection of these
gener ators

o

Adidas Corporation [ lclced up waste

every day from the Adidas Kutztown factory The waste
included regular trash and cafeteria garbage along with
large amounts of leather waste The leather was usually
"skeleton" pieces left over from large strips which were
cut out There were "piles" of the leather "skeletons"
which were inside a 12-yard container Some of this
waste would have been taken to the site

A&Z Rustproof ing [ picked up waste from
this local company which went out of business last year
Included in the waste were a small number of 5-gallon
cans which contained the company's rust-proofing
material The cans were empty but would contain small
amounts of residues w h were described as a "brown,
sticky" substance   | could not recall how many of
these 5-gallon cans were taken but he believed it to be
only a few at a time The pick up was made once per week
from a 1 5-yard container  [ aiso recalled being
called t pump septic waste from the company's septic
tank I e \'s driver, whose name he did not remember,
called
tank

and said there was motor oil in the septic
ordered the driver to pump the oil back into

the septic tank [ e j said the company never did pay the
bill he sent them for the time spent on the pumping

Electro Space Company ] handled this
Electroaccount in Topton, Pennsylvania, twice per week

Space had two 6-yard containers Included in the
company's waste were large, measuring perhaps 3 feet by 3
feet in size, pieces of "filmite" boards which were
believed to be used in spray painting operations The
"filmite" was very heavy, apparently due to the thick
coatings of paint which had accumulated and hardened
Some of this waste was taken to the site Electro Space
a o had a liquid waste stream which included paints
[  I said the company had its own 1,000-gallon holding
tank outside its plant for liquid waste, however, f
never handled any of the liquids, nor did he know "wHTcE
hauler did handle it L explained that his septic
trucks and septic tank truck did not have the "coated
tanks" which were necessary for handling liquid chemical
waste

C R Fegley Signs  plcked up small
amounts of trash, once per week, from Fegley, who was a
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ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL FOIA EXEMPT PREPARED IN ANTICIPATION OF LITIGATION

local sign-maker Fegley, who operated from his house,
had a few, small, "pint-size" paint cans with residues in
his trash Some of this waste was taken to the site

Kutztown Auto parts
once per week, from a

icked up trash,
The trash1 5-yard container

consisted mostly of boxes with some metal scrap pieces
mixed in Some of this waste was taken to the site

was questioned specifically
|  jsaid that he never took

Kutztown University
about Kutztown University
Kutztown's waste to the site because he lost the Kutztown
contract in the 1970s to a small hauler known as "Haas &
Wife" (the exact name on the truck) | ege [recalled the
bid was "very low " | ~|also recalled that christman
Sanitation was subsequently awarded the contract in later
years  [usually took the University's waste to the
Oswald Landfill EPA files for the Oswald Landfill
indicate that Kutztown University generated solvent and
ink wastes

McKentley Body Shop plcked up
McKentley's waste twice per week The waste included
approximately six paint cans, ranging from 1 quart to 1
gallon in size, which had paint residues of different
colors The waste, which was inside 3 or 4-yard
containerSjj/as taken to the site during the 1985-86
period  also noted that this company had a number
of 55-gallon paint drums located along the side of their
building e I never took the drums, nor did he know who
did take them, if they were taken at all [ ege] could
provide no further information on the drums

Paul Held Auto ] picked up trash from
this local company twice per week The trash included
broken auto parts such as muffler and tail pipe pieces
Some of this waste was taken to the site

t
interview was terminated

could provide no further information and the
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